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One type of flooring – many good reasons 
The difficult line between a “healing environment” and cost 

effectiveness: Whilst patients are expecting increasingly 

comfortable environments, institutions are facing pressure to 

improve costs and efficiency. The newly built hospital in 

Crailsheim has managed to overcome this conflict of inter-

ests. The 54-million-euro building is setting new aesthetic 

standards with its clear design and use of contemporary 

colours. 

 

The inside is just as impressive with a bright, friendly ambience 

and the latest in medical technology. Energy efficiency and 

sustainability were part of the planning process for the building 

from day one. This was consistently carried through into the 

building materials selected. When it came to choosing the 

flooring for this large-scale project, their previos years of 

good experiences with their old building meant that the client 

and users had an easy decision to make: Everywhere in the 

new clinic would use natural rubber flooring by nora systems – 

From patient bedrooms to the OT.

Werner Horlacher, architect at the district office for 
Schwäbisch-Hall and official project manager for the 
new hospital: 

“Hospitals today should not look 

like hospitals. Rather, they should 

have the character of a hotel.  

Patients need to feel comfortable, 

as their environment can strongly 

influence their recovery. We  

selected green as the dominant 

colour for the new construction 

as this represents nature, healing 

and health. The nora flooring in light grey perfectly matches 

this homely atmosphere. It is a timeless and harmonious  

colour. An extremely important factor was also the sustai-

nability of this natural rubber floor covering. We built a 

hospital with passive building components as it was clear 

to us that the use of sustainable materials is important.  

nora floor coverings are extremely durable, ecological 

and have been awarded the ‘Blue Angel’ due to being 

good for the environment and health.”

Dipl.-Ing. László Eifert, site manager from architectural 
firm Ludes, Recklinghausen, which specialises in hospital 
construction:

“The main consideration for hospital 

flooring is how cost effective it is 

when in regular use. The durability 

of natural rubber and the ease of 

floor cleaning were decisive factors 

for our company when we chose 

nora. An additional aspect was  

its versatility for a range of multi-

purpose design solutions. The fact 

that nora flooring is available with different technical properties, 

such as electro-static discharge capacity, but with the same 

design and surface, was important to us.”



Dipl.-Ing. Heinrich Lomb,  
Technical Director at Crailsheim Hospital:

“The visual appearance of the floor 

coverings in a hospital plays an 

important role. They act as a 

business card for the building. 

Floors must be durable and easy to 

maintain so that costs can be kept 

as low as possible. This was one of 

the reasons why we chose natural 

rubber floor coverings. These do 

not need to be coated with anything. This means that bedrooms 

and sections of the building don’t need to be closed off for 

cleaning, downtime is avoided and all areas are accessible 

at all times. We had over 30 years of experience with nora 

natural rubber flooring in our old building and we are more 

than happy to be using it in our new building.”

Anne-Leonie Blumer, state-certified housekeeping manager, 
Head of Housekeeping at Crailsheim Hospital:

“The biggest challenge when 

cleaning floors in a hospital is  

that we only ever have a short 

window in which to ensure the 

building is thoroughly cleaned. 

Cleaning needs to be quick  

and effective. This is where nora 

flooring is ideal: It requires minimal 

care and is extremely easy to 

clean. Natural rubber floors don’t need to be coated, which 

saves us a huge amount of time and avoids the use of  

aggressive cleaning agents. This means that our staff do not 

have to come into contact with aggressive cleaning agents 

and the danger of allergic reactions and respiratory illness  

is lowered.” 

Thomas Schaff, state-certified clinical hygiene specialist, res-
ponsible for the hospitals in Crailsheim and Schwäbisch-Hall: 

“I have been working with hospital 

floor coverings for over 15 years 

and, in my view, nora natural rubber 

flooring is the product with the 

highest level of quality. When 

dealing with hospital floors,  

resistance to disinfectants and 

other chemicals is extremely  

important. When looked at under 

the microscope, the nora natural rubber floor coverings used 

in hospitals have the smoothest and most dense surfaces. 

This means that residue from disinfectants can be easily  

removed even hours after an operation. The entire surface 

area of the natural rubber floor covering can also be easily 

disinfected. nora floor coverings can be laid without joints 

and seams. This is a great advantage as joints can get dirty, 

bulge or develop tears over time, creating hygiene problems. 

Seamless laying means that dirt cannot build up, with the  

result that nora flooring houses considerably fewer bacteria.”



Specifications are subject to change without notice. Errors and omissions excepted. No liability 
is assumed for the correctness, completeness or accuracy of the information. The product 
illustrations in this document may differ from the original. This document does not constitute a 
contractual offer and serves only as non-binding information.

The nora brand and any other registered trademarks used in this document are registered to the 
company, the country or a company affiliated to nora systems GmbH. Any other brand names 
used herein are the trademarks of their respective owners.

Contact details, local offices, authorized distributors and further information can be found at 
www.nora.com.

Published by
nora systems GmbH
Höhnerweg 2–4
69469 Weinheim | Germany
www.nora.com


