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Additional Cradle to Cradle certificate for rubber floors
nora systems receives silver award for noraplan series
Weinheim, February 2020 – At nora systems, the rubber sheet flooring has now also received the Cradle to Cradle certification. After norament tiles had already received the silver certificate in 2018, the noraplan standard floor coverings were now also awarded silver by the "Cradle to Cradle Products Innovation Institute". The independent auditors paid tribute to the contribution of nora rubber flooring to the circular economy and to fully sustainable buildings. Cradle to Cradle certification not only distinguishes the products themselves, but also has a positive impact on the scores for DGNB, LEED and BREEAM building certifications. There, the use of ecologically advantageous materials is rewarded with high scores in the evaluation. "Following the certification of the norament standard range two years ago, we decided to set the same standards for our sheet flooring and to make this visible to our customers through the certification," explains Dirk Oswald, Head of Product Management of the nora product range.
Model for water management and power consumption
The essence of the Cradle to Cradle concept involves thinking in complete product cycles right from the outset to avoid creating rubbish in the traditional sense. All of the product materials used must therefore be biodegradable or recyclable after use. Various categories are evaluated for certification: The material health of the products used, the recyclability of the product, use of renewable energy sources, responsible water management as well as compliance with social standards. The awards range from Basic through Bronze, Silver and Gold to Platinum. The lowest standard reached in a category then determines the overall rating of a product. In the water management category, the noraplan standard floor coverings received Gold. nora systems is also exemplary in terms of power consumption: The company has been drawing its electricity needs from renewable energy sources since 2018. 
Certifications are becoming increasingly important 
With the increased importance of sustainability in the construction industry, certifications such as Cradle to Cradle are becoming increasingly important. "Certifications awarded by independent institutes help customers to orient themselves and select sustainable construction products for their projects," explains Oswald. nora systems is constantly working to improve further in terms of sustainable value creation. "We see the greatest opportunities in the use of new, environmentally friendly raw materials," continues the Head of Product Management. nora systems also works closely with suppliers to further optimise the raw materials used in terms of sustainability and transparency in the supply chain.
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